Hey kids what timeisit? Timefor another exating holiday letter from the Beinlichd

It’sbeen almog 365 daysdncethelad update from our
little corner of theworld. 1t'sbeen an eventful year
(aren’t they all?), but it fedslike there have been a few
more upsand downsthan usual.

Wedid gart out the year on a couple of “downs” Early
in January one of our kittens Mike, wound up on the
wrongdgdeof a car and 0isnolonger with us 1t was
Mason'sfird experiencelosng a pet, and it wasashard
for ustowatch hisgrief asit wasfor him to experienceit.

Robert Stockwel |
“Papa’

Vaentinegs Day, 2005

Sharon’shirthday in early March wasinterrupted by newsthat
her grandfather had taken a sriousfall. After two weeksin
the hospital, “Papa” pased away at hishome on March 20th.
Papa wasvery much like a father to Sharon, and she misses
him dearly. And after 60 yearsof marriage, Grandma was | eft
to carry on alone, and in June dedded to moveto Arizonato be
doser to Sharon’sfather and youngest brother.

On a brighter note, our other cat,

Murray, continueshisrole asthe Great Orange Hunter,
earning hiskeep by killing many a mouse and meadow vole
around thegarden. Yet hedill leesMason carry him around
likea sack of flour. Hetrulyisthegreates cat ever.

Murray hasa new pal on thefarm. In Augud, we trapped two feral
kittensthat wereborn in our barn. They wereonly about 10 weeksold,
but quitewild. Thelittle boy now liveswith Sharon’sbrother Michad.

Thelittlegrl, Moxie (very appropriatdy named), livesherewith us

Sheterrorizesour home and worshipsMurray.

And then theresMingus Her kidney problemsaced up again in Augus, and we
very nearly log her. A*“farewdl” campingtrip turned out to be a turning point
for her; a chanceto let usknow shewasnot yet ready to go. Sheturned 15in
September, isold and frail, but isgill with us



In thefall of 2004 we were pleasad to have guessfrom Colorado that we
haven't ssen 9nce our wedding. Rob Duncan and hiswife Andy flew into town
on busnessand ent an eveningwith us When Rob, who runsa couple
hundred web dtes discovered that Brian doesweb devd opment, he
immediatdy put him to work. Thetwo have been enjoying an excdlent
workingreationship ever snce. Did we mention that

Brian and Rob went to high school together!?

Brian continuesto gay busy with community i nvol vement

and sound engneering. Heworked with other volunteers

from our community to defeat two annexation ections
thisyear, which prevented hundreds of homesfrom beng planted on prime
farmland. 2006 isexpected to bring follow-up attemptsby the devdopers And
Fez Fataleisin the processof bring ngtwo new membersup to oeed. They'll be
back in full svingin 2006.

Jm Longworksto get

Brian’sdde of thefamily had a pretty normal year. Hisbrother Bruceis the message out

enjoyinglifein Panama, while Brian’smother continuesto enjoy good health
and lifein Florida, dodgnghurricaneswith Brian’sother brother Bill.

Sharon hasbeen having a blag volunteering at Mason’sschool. Shetaught
gardeningdasseslag gringin hiskindergarten dass Thisyear shesup to her
neck in fundraigngadivities It lookslikethe Mager Gardenersaregoingto
takethe back burner for the next few years Sheis however, taking advantage
of all thetraining opportunities

All that great trainingwas’'t much help againg the poor soil, the critters and
the crazy weather we had thisyear. They all congired to keep our fruit trees
and vegetable garden from produdngvery wel. No cherriesor apples and (mogs
sadly) very few peppers  Fortunatey, our dear friendsJamesand Pally at
Pumpkin Ridge Gardensshared their pepperswith usand weroaded quitea few.

Thisyear we continued with our improvementsto thefarm. Asseemsto
alwaysbethe case, there were plenty to choose from. Another year, another
project (or three), wealwayssay. In January and February we were making
great progresson renovating one of our greenhouseswhen the project was
interrupted by Brian and Mason getting 9 k. After that came Papa’sfall,
and somehow we jug never got badk toit. Maybe next year. But theugy
overhead dedrical wiresand utility polein the back yard are gone, and all
the outbuildings now have up-to-date dectric srvice. Gonealso aretherowsof old unhealthy nursery
dock. Next year, we hopeto add ragpberriesand blueberrieswherethe nursry treesused to be and
then harves them for our pantry shelved Lag month we had to replace the heat pump, and it looks
likea major wdl repair isin our future. Thismonth werealso finishinga fev moreinterior things
the previousownersnever got around to. Aswe've begun to say, “Wereally bought the farm.”
(Noteto =f: DO NOT schedule home improvement projectsin December!!!!)



It waxn't all farm work, though. In Augud, wetook five daysand
explored the Oregon Coas. We highly recommend thisfor those of
you who have never been. Don't forget to Sop in on your way by!

Augug also brought our 10th wedding anniversary which we
odebrated by ourselves Mason hasgone out with usthelad five
years Not thistime Wefigured hed have morefun with a gtter

anyway.

After our anniversary, wewent campingin the Gifford Pinchot National fores
up in Washington. The hudkleberry harves wasa bit sparse, but we had lots of
fun. Wetook Mason’scousn Sean (alo 6) with us The boysgot VERY dirty
and had tonsof fun. Sharon’sbrother Michad and some other friendsjoined us
for part of our gay. Thetrip washighlighted by a rous ng game of hide and seek
with three grown men and two Sx year old boys It washilarioud

And then therésMason...our greates challenge

and our greates joy. Thisyear hedarted firg

gradeat Childpeace Montesori School. HeE's
grown 0 much on many levelsthisyear. Hesgot a sharp mind and
aquick wit. You all knew that teenagersare anarter than weare,
but did you know about firg graders? During hisquieter moments
heisan avid reader, a mean Uno player, and hasrecently devel oped
an intereg in knitting. Hismuscal tages have expanded from
Raffi toindude The Beatles The Pet Shop Boys and Pink Martini.

Brian wasass gant coach and Sharon wasteam mom for Mason's
T-ball team thisyear. What a blag! Thekidswerea littleolder
and a lot more sriousabout the gamethan lag year. Mason really
grew through thisexperience and hasdeveloped an intereg in
playing ports When he garted firs gradein September he learned
about wall-ball, tether-ball, baketball, and chasnggrls Where
did he get hiscompetitive greak?

So that about wrapsit up for another year in the Beinlich household. After all thistalk about

ourselves weaurey don’'t want to forget to wish all of you a mog joyousand peaceful holiday season.
Let usall wish for good health and forward progressin the comingyear. We missall of you who are
not in our area and hopethat the coming year will providean opportunity for you to come and vigt!

0000000000000 00O0CO0C, LOVG,
® Don't forget: You can seefull-size ®
color picturesat our web site. ®

www.beinlich.org

Brian, Sharon, Mason, Mingus Murray, and Moxie



Happy Holidaysfrom all of usat Dos Sequoiad



